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WRITING CATEGORIES


News Story 
Judges will consider news value, accuracy, fairness, attribution, mechanics and style. The lead should be clear, concise, interesting and emphasize the news. The body should be well organized and contain effective transitions, quotations, descriptions and anecdotes. The writing should be tight and lively. The article is the product of original reporting by the student.

Personality Profile 
This category is a feature story that, in one way or another, focuses on the life of one person. Since this is a type of Feature story, see “Feature” category description for more details about what judges will consider. 

Feature (Other than Profile) 
Stories in this category do not cover “hard news” but rather focus on human-interest value. Originality of the feature idea will be among the factors considered. Feature stories with a strong local angle are preferred. Writing skills are important. Completeness, accuracy, fairness, attribution, structure, mechanics and style are other key elements.

Unsigned Editorial 
Editorial writing is based on sound research and reporting. It is organized around one major point with a clear introduction, discussion and conclusion. The editorial deals with issues rather than personalities, is soundly reasoned and makes positive, practical, realistic suggestions for action or thought. It is related to news about school issues and/or issues outside the school that affect students. It is written in third person and is free of wordiness and clichés. Note:  An editorial is not an opinion column.

Critical Review
This category includes reviews of art, stage drama, films, television programs, music and books. Judges will consider writing skills, knowledge of the medium being discussed and familiarity with the particular piece being reviewed.

Sports Column
This is an opinion column about a sports-related topic. Since this is a type of Opinion Column, see “Opinion Column” category description for more details about what judges will consider.

Opinion Column
Writers voice their opinions about a problem and what they propose as a solution to that problem. Writers should not just “rant” about an issue, but rather should construct a sound argument backed up by evidence. Reader appeal, fresh ideas, readability, originality and writing skills are key factors.

Sports Feature
This is a feature story that focuses on a human-interest angle of a sports topic. Since this is a type of Feature story, see “Feature” category description for more details about what judges will consider.

Sports News Story
A Sports News story covers a “hard news” sports-related story. Examples of a Sports News Story would include, but not be limited to, game previews, information on injuries and sporting event coverage. Since this is a type of news story, see “News Story” category description for more details about what judges will consider.




PHOTOGRAPHY CATEGORIES


Photo Illustration
A quality Photo Illustration should include all of the basic elements of photo composition but is significantly manipulated or “Photoshopped.” Judges will consider creativity, originality, and photo editing skill. 

Sports Photo
All areas of sports photography are included. Action, human interest, creativity and technical qualities are important factors. Images of staged photo opportunities are not acceptable. Note: Entries that have been significantly manipulated or “Photoshopped” should be entered in the “Photo Illustration” category. 

News Photo
News photos reflect major “hard news” events. Both creative and technical qualities are important. Images of staged photo opportunities are not acceptable. Note: Entries that have been significantly manipulated or “Photoshopped” should be entered in the “Photo Illustration” category.

Feature Photo
These photos are not an integral part of a “hard news” event but are high in human — interest value. Both creative and technical qualities are important. Images of staged photo opportunities are not acceptable. Note: Entries that have been significantly manipulated or “Photoshopped” should be entered in the “Photo Illustration” category.

Photo Essay
Photo Essays are a series of photos that are intended to tell a story or evoke a series of emotions. Judges will consider the basic elements of photo composition, as well as the effectiveness of the story told through the collection of photos.  Note: Entries that have been significantly manipulated or “Photoshopped” should be entered in the “Photo Illustration” category.




DESIGN CATEGORIES


Inside Page Design
Judges will consider the overall design of the page in producing an effective layout for single page or a single story. Creativity and design skill is very important to this category. The design should serve to enhance a story, and design elements that disrupt the text’s readability should be avoided. Designer should avoid layouts that are too cluttered. 

Editorial Page Design
Opinion page format should include editorials, columns, letters and related features in an inviting, meaningful and understandable manner. Since the editorial page is an inside page, see “Inside Page Design” category description for more details about what judges will consider.

Inside Spread Design
The category is similar to the “Inside Page Design”, except the design should either include multiple stories or columns and/or multiple pages within the newspaper. 

Photo Essay Page Design
This is a page or pages featuring a photo essay. Quality of the photos will not be considered in this category. Judges will consider the placement of the series of photos, creativity, design skill, and overall effectiveness. 

Front Page Design
Encompasses material deserving Page One placement in terms of newsworthiness, timeliness, interest, value and quality. The front page can contain several stories, one in-depth story, or a package of related stories, photos or art. Front-page space is given to the most important stories of the paper. A front-page design should have an obvious dominant image or graphic element. 



ART CATEGORIES


Editorial Cartoon
This type of cartoon should have a very clear message, and is not just for humor purposes. Judges will consider the quality of the cartoon’s content as well as the artistic execution.

Original Cartoon
This type of cartoon can serve any newspaper purpose, humor included. Judges will consider creativity, originality and artistic execution. 

Informational Graphic
Info graphics are graphic visual representations of information, date or knowledge intended to present complex information quickly and clearly. In addition to the artistic quality, the quality and credibility of the content presented should be carefully considered. 

Graphic Design Element
The category can include any ORIGINAL graphic element (except advertisements) specifically designed to enhance newspaper content.  


ADVERTISING CATEGORIES


Original Ad
Advertising appeal, quality of headlines and copy, layout, graphics, photos and typography are important factors.













