
 
1 

OSM “On Deadline” Contest Prompts 
for Spring Media Monday 2019 

 

For all categories, please see category descriptions on OSM’s website if you need 
clarification about the rules and expectations of that category. These “On Deadline” entries 
are due by 5 p.m. March 22. All entries will need to be uploaded via the OSM website’s 
online contest link. 

 

PRINT CATEGORIES 
Magazines and newspapers that publish print editions can enter print categories.  

Writing 

News Story 
Cold weather and the potential for ice and snow have caused many schools in Oklahoma to 
close for several days recently. How do weather-related closures affect your school or district 
and the people in them? Even if your school was not one to close, there is a story here. Make 
sure to not share your opinion in this piece, but rather address it as objectively as possible and 
use only opinions from your sources. Make sure to include the date the story is written with 
your submission. (300 to 500 words)  

 
Feature: Personality Profile 
Write a profile about a student, teacher or staff member at your school who is involved in an 
interesting hobby or extracurricular activity.  (400 to 700 words) 

 

Feature (Other than Personality Profile) 
Write a feature story about a health issue (or issues) that affects or impacts teenagers.  (500 
to 700 words) 
 
Mini Feature 
Write a mini-feature that involves a topic related to spring break. Keep in mind, this is a mini-
feature, not just a list. A mini feature should have a creative introduction and a conclusion as well. 
Make sure to check out the description of this category, especially if you have not written this 
type of story before. (approx. 200 words) 

 
Sports Column 
Should college athletes be paid? Why or why not? Research this issue, and write a column 
explaining your opinion. Make sure you understand multiple sides of this issue before you begin 
writing. (400 to 600 words) 

 
Opinion Column 
More women and minorities than ever before are declaring their intent to run for the 2020 
presidential election. Write an opinion column that in some way addresses this situation. Do 
research before you write. The best opinions are well-informed with facts. (400 to 600 words) 
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Sports News Story 
Attend and cover a sporting event at your school or city that takes place between March 4 and the 
deadline for this contest. (400 to 600 words) 
 
Critical Review (two options) 
Watch one of the films nominated for best film at this year’s Academy Awards. Write a 
critical review about this film and explain why you think this film did or didn’t deserve the 
Academy Award nomination. OR Write a critical review of a video game that was released 
in 2018 or 2019. (400 to 600 words) 

Photography 

Sports Photos 
Attend a sporting event at your school or city, that takes place between March 4 and the deadline 
for this contest, and take photos that capture emotions (excitement, frustration, anxiety, anger, 
etc.). This does not have to be all from athletes from the team you are covering. They can come 
from opposing team’s athletes, as well as parents, fans, cheerleaders, etc. (Submit three photos 
WITH CAPTIONS supporting this theme all from the same event.) 

 
News Photos 
Attend a school or city event that might typically be considered ordinary and take photos that 
would supplement a story about the event. Avoid cliché and posed photos. Demonstrate your 
photography skills by making an ordinary event look extraordinary. (Submit three photos WITH 
CAPTIONS supporting this theme all from the same event.) 

 
Feature Photos 
Take a series of photos that could support one of the three feature writing categories as listed 
above in the writing categories. You can do this even if no one is writing a story, or you can do 
this to supplement a story you or someone else is writing for one of those feature categories. 
(Submit three photos WITH CAPTIONS that could support the feature article.) 

 

Design & Graphics 

Magazine Inside Page Design 
Design one page intended to accompany a mini feature from the written description above in 
the writing category. If this is not going to be published (if it’s JUST for this contest) the story 
and any captions can be “dummy text,” but any headlines should be actual text. 

 
 
Magazine Inside Spread Design 
Design a two-page spread that could accompany a feature story as described in the feature 
writing category above (not the personality profile). If this is not going to be published (if it’s 
JUST for this contest) the story and any captions can be “dummy text,” but any headlines 
should be actual text. (Up to three students can work on this entry.) 
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Newspaper Inside Page Design 
Design a page intended to go with a personality profile feature story. If this is not going to be 
published (it’s JUST for this contest) the story and any captions can be “dummy text,” but any 
headlines should be actual text. 
 

  Newspaper Inside Spread Design 
Design a two-page spread that could accompany a feature story as described in the feature 
writing category in the above writing categories (not the personality profile). If this is not going 
to be published (if it’s JUST for this contest) the story and any captions can be “dummy text,” 
but any headlines should be actual text. (Up to three students can work on this entry.) 

 
Newspaper Front Page Design 
Design a front page that has at least three stories (can jump stories) as well as a large, 
dominant photo or graphic “above the fold.” If this is not going to be published (if it’s JUST 
for this contest) the stories and any captions can be “dummy text,” but any headlines should 
be actual text. 

 
Editorial Cartoon 
Create an editorial cartoon addressing your thoughts on something that has happened so far 
in 2019 in either Oklahoma or U.S. politics. Make sure it is something that would be able 
to be published in your school newspaper.  

 
Informational Graphic 
Design an info graphic that could accompany a feature story about a health issue that 
affects teenagers, as described above in the writing categories.  

 
Original Ad 
Design a quarter-page ad (based on your publication size) for any upcoming event in your 
school or city. It does not have to be a current advertiser with you. 
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ONLINE CATEGORIES 
Entries that do not provide complete and accurate URLs will be disqualified. Entries that 
do not use at least one online tool (something you could not do in print) will be disqualified. 
 
Writing  

 
Online News Reporting 
Cold weather and the potential for ice and snow have caused many schools in Oklahoma to 
close for several days recently. How do weather-related closures affect your school or district 
and the people in them? Even if your school was not one to close, there is a story here. Make 
sure to not share your opinion in this piece, but rather address it as objectively as possible with 
any expressed opinions coming from sources. Reliable sources are key. Remember, an online 
story must include links and possibly other use of online tools (see category descriptions) and 
not just be an exact replica of what would go in a print publication. (300 to 500 words) 

 
Online Feature Reporting 
Write a feature story about one or more students with an afterschool job. Keep in mind how a 
feature story is different from a news story, especially related to finding a theme that ties the 
story together. Remember, an online story must include links and possibly other use of online 
tools (see category descriptions) and not just be an exact replica of what would go in a print 
publication. (400 to 600 words) 

 
Online Sports Reporting 
Attend and cover a sporting event at your school or city that takes place between March 4 and 
the deadline for this contest. Remember, an online story must use some online tools and not 
just be an exact replica of what would go in a print publication. (400 to 600 words) 

 
Online Critique Column 
Write a review of an album, song, movie, TV series, video game or book that has come out in 
2019. Remember, an online story must use some online tools and not just be an exact replica of 
what would go in a print publication. (400 to 600 words) 

 
Blog Entry 
Provide a first-person account of something you do well and give your readers tips on how to 
do the task themselves. Use multiple online tools. Visual and written work will be considered 
in judging. (300 to 500 words) 

Photograpy 

Photo Gallery 
Attend an event on your campus or in your community (sports included) that takes place 
between March 4 and the deadline for this contest, and take photos that help tell the story of 
this event (7-10 photos required). Upload these into a gallery on your publication’s site. One 
photographer must take all the photos in the gallery. Each photo should have a cutline. 
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Video 
 
Video Package 
Attend and cover an event on your campus or in your community (sports included) that 
takes place between March 4 and the deadline for this contest, and produce a 2-3 minute 
story about that event. (Up to three students can work on this entry.) 

 
Design & Multimedia 

 
Multimedia Package 
Pick a trend that seems to be catching on at your school, and produce a multimedia package 
on this trend. Since this is multimedia, make sure you do more than just write or just upload 
video. You should provide a combination of online writing, original video work, and still 
visuals (photos and/or graphics). (Up to three students can work on this entry.) 

 
Online Page Presentation/Design 
Design an online page for a story that either you or another student is writing in one of the 
first four online writing categories listed above: online news reporting, feature writing, 
sports reporting or critique column. 

 
Information Graphic 
Conduct a poll in your school asking students how they spent (or will spend) their spring 
break. Then create an info graphic creatively demonstrating your findings. There should be 
something that makes this graphic specific to the online medium, not just something that 
could appear in a print publication. 
 
 

VIDEO/AUDIO CATEGORIES 
Video  

News Story 
Cold weather and the potential for ice and snow have caused many schools in Oklahoma to 
close for several days recently. How do weather-related closures affect your school or 
district and the people in them? Even if your school was not one to close, there is a story 
here. Make sure to not share your opinion in this piece, but rather address it as objectively 
as possible. Make sure to not share your opinion in this piece, but rather address it as 
objectively as possible, keeping opinions attributed to sources. Reliable sources are key. 
(Up to three students can work on this entry.) (No longer than 3 minutes) 

 
Feature Story 
Produce a broadcast feature about a student, teacher or staff member at your school who is 
involved in an interesting hobby or extracurricular activity. (Up to three students can work 
on this entry.) (No longer than 3 minutes) 
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Sports Story 
Produce a broadcast profile over one coach at your school. (Up to three students can work 
on this entry.) (No longer than 3 minutes) 

 
Promotional/advertising video 
Create a 15-30 second promotional video for your station/publication that includes a 
member of the faculty in the video. 

 
Audio 

 
News Report 
Conduct at least three interviews with students who hold after-school jobs. Find out how 
long they’ve been working after school and why they do this. Then, conduct some research 
and find some credible statistics concerning high school students who work after school. 
Present your findings in a report. (Students can work alone or in a pair.) (No longer than 3 
minutes) 
 
Feature Report 
Produce a story about something historical involving your school or city. This could be a 
tradition that’s been in place for a long time, an historical building or monument, a legend, 
an unsolved mystery, or many other topics as long as there is an historical element. Do keep 
in mind this is not fiction. Feature pieces are creative, but remain based in truth. Students 
can work alone or in a pair.) (No longer than 3 minutes) 

 
Sports Report 
Attend and cover a sporting event at your school or in your community that takes place 
between March 4 and the deadline for this contest. Summarize and highlight the event. 
(Students can work alone or in a pair.) (No longer than 3 minutes) (This could be part of a 
longer report or a reoccurring show, but cut down submission to 3 minutes or less.) 

 
Promotional Radio/Audio Spot 
Create a 15 – 30 second promotional spot for your station/publication for a specific show 
or segment of your programming. 

 


